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The President’s Message

REUNION 2009 by any measure was a huge success and these reunions keep growing and
getting better. Something that impressed me was the attendance of so many first timers, a
trend I hope we continue in San Antonio. As I am sure all of you members know, the Navy
Musicians Association is open to ALL former and present MUs whether they are Fleet, Naval
Academy, Navy Band, Navy Show Band, or wherever you served or are still serving while
wearing the lyre. The richness of the dialogue is surely enhanced by the diversity of our mem-
bership as well as "you can look it up” veracity of the sea stories.

The rehearsal bands are sounding better than ever and it appears that many of the members
spent some time in the woodshed prior fo the reunion. This year our NMA rock group contin-
ued to make waves and wowed the sold out crowd at the dinner dance. One of our challenges
is finding time, rehearsal space, and equipment to satisfy the musical preferences of our grow-
ing population. Rehearsals are going on from 9AM (0900 to all still on active duty) until
9PM (2100 for same), through the lunch hour and, in some cases, before the first morning
rehearsal. And then there is the lounge! Ah yes, the lounge, where NMA legends create mu-
sic to be long remembered although some memories do fade in the morning light. We had a
horn quartet and a brass group this year! If you play or do not play anymore there are plenty

"of stories to tell, friendships to be renewed, and hatchets to be buried. As I said an exhausted

so long to departing friends at the end of this reunion, I begin to look forward to the next one
in San Antonio, June 2010. I hope you can all make it.

Norm LaPell brought a distinguished guest in the form of Commander, Fleet Forces, Atlantic
Fleet, ADM Greenert, a firm supporter of Navy Music. I admit to being nervous when Norm
told me who he was bringing to our party, since I'm more familiar with playing ceremonies
and "potted plant" combo gigs for Flag Officers. ADM Greenert was headed to Washington,
DC, fora Vice CNO slot. He came as an informal guest, enjoyed the music, danced with his
wife, and graciously met with many members. As to enjoying the music, the highlight of the
evening was the Pat O performed by his band, the US FLEET FORCES BAND, under the
baton of LCDR Kevin Bissel, himself an NMA member, It was an impeccable perform-
ance! BZ to you, Kevin, and to your fine organization. Navy Music is in good hands and the
musicians hired for the program are the finest!

Many thanks once again to all of our Board of Directors and to the wonderful folks who give
their time and effort to ensure the success of our reunion. I am used to being in front of an
audience with a horn in my hands and talking to you folks is definitely not my forte. At the
reunion as I was offering my thanks to everyone, I failed to say thank you to one of our most
important volunteers, Debbie Holl. Debbie, you have my thanks and admiration for running
the registrars office and keeping me (mostly) out of trouble, a difficult task. Also I would like
to mention the generousgift of'a 12 channel Peavey mixer, a Roland AS0EX piano, and 2 SP5
speakers from past president, Bob Leketa. Thank you, Bob.

The Board of Directors will meet in Florida in January, 2010 to prepare for the San Antonio
reunion on June 23-27, 2010 , at the Doubletree Airport Hotel. Pre registration is important to
reserve a space for yourself and help us get the benefits of making our mumbers for the hotel.
Until we talk again I wish you all the best of all life has to offer and remind you that you are
all recruiters for the Navy Musicians Association. God bless you all and may God Bless
Americal

Terry Chesson




Leger Lines  Fall 2009

REUNION ATTENDEES

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA
June 24-28, 2000

Howard Agster

Norman LaPell

Dennis Allard Leo Leary

Bill Allen Bob Leek

Jim Avery Bob Leketa
Carroll Bailey, Sr Mel Leketa

Bill Barlow Tommy Loyola
Frank Bartley Bob Marquart
Dennis Bear Randy Martell
Bud Bentley John May

David Blakeley Jink McConnell
Dick Bonenfant Jim McElroy
Bob Boyer Ben McHorney
John Branam Roy Mollenkoph
Rosario Sam Calio Bob Montgomery
Lawrence Callahan Lucien Montminy
Terry Chesson T J Moore

Doyle Church Gary B Mosse
Bob Clayton Bill Myers

Peter M Codispoti Frank Mullen

J J Connor Max Murray
Bob Cowl Bill Namack
Vince Cuthie, Jr Donald Nyquist
George A Dietzler Clarence Ogilvie
Jack Dye Diana Ogilvie
Frank Emond Ambrose O'Donnell, Jr
Frank Felder, Jr John Pastin -
Phil Field Don Phillips

Jim Fitzsimon Jay Piper

John Fluck John Polites
Doug Forziati Bruce Raber
Mike Fruin Quint Reitzel
Don Gamble George Ricei
Paul Geitzenauer Jim Richards
Ray Gough Daniel Richardson
Carl Grove Marv Rinker
Art Guiffre’ Jack Rodway
Ernest Harrington Larry Sage
Charles Harris Joe Schnetzka
Leon Harris Jeff Schortgen
Ralph Hasty Ken Skipper

M B Hawkins Mike Skwarlo
Phil Heim Wilbur Smith
Philip Hessler Bill Sterck
Charles Hildreth Cecil Strange
Tom Hill Den Stratton
Jim Hochstadt Gordon Taylor
Scott Helbert Rick Themassen
Kim Heoll Joe Venardi

Lee Hudson Robert Warren
Bill Humble Warren Weiss
Rick Jebavy Tom Wholley
Don Junker Noonie Wilson
William M Keller Gary Wolfe
Jack Kelsey Bud Wurzberger
Bob Kuhl Connie Younger
C J Landry David Zehner
Gene Lane Chet Zientek

Applause, Applause
By: Ralph Aurillo

(This is an unfinished story from my book which I would like to finish here.)

In 1995, I was watching TV one evening when Dr Timothy John-
son, the ABC doctor , gave an account of prostate cancer. By the time he
finished his report I was convinced I had cancer and made an appointment
with my doctor for the following week. The doctor confirmed what I
thought with tests and sent me to Bethesda Naval Hospital for further test-
ing and later surgery and I have since been cancer free.

As Paul Harvey used to say, “. . . and now here’s the rest of the
story”: On one of my visits to Bethesda, a nurse called me to one of the
exam rooms and had me put on a hospital gown (the kind that opens all the
way down the back). Ithen went to the waiting room where there were 10
men and one woman waiting to see the doctor. A nurse came in and called
the woman, who got up and started to follow the nurse down the passageway
to the doctor’s office. As the woman walked away, her gown remained
opened in the back and all the men leaned forward to watch her walk down a
long passageway. After she got about halfway down the hall, we all started
to applaud until she turnéd into the doctor’s office and disappeared. It was a
sight to behold!

(Ralph has written a book called My Passion for Music The Life and Times
of Ralph L Aurillo. He donates the profits from the book to the O L
McMillan Scholarship Fund. Contact Raiph at 512.868.9120 for copies of
the book.)

THE “SEVEN O’CLOCK BAND”
By Terry Chesson

At the NMA members meeting at the 2009 reunion, we discussed the aforementioned
band (a band that is personally my pleasure and my bane).

First, let me give you a little background: at the Orlando reunion, a few members
approached me with the idea of a rehearsal band for members who play their instru-
ments full-time on a professional basis. At first [ rejected the idea because the NMA
reunion is for all members to join in and play their instruments in a variety of musi-
cal genres and I didn’t want the impression given of an ‘elite’ or exclusionary group.
They persisted and, with the reluctant approval of then president, Bob Leketa, we
decided to try to put together a band which would play high octane charts for their
own enjoyment. [ reiterate and emphasize, this group was NEVER meant to exclude
any NMA member.

We started a group which would rehearse from 7-9 AM on Thursday and Friday for
the musicians’ enjoyment. We did it and have continued the practice with mixed
reactions from you, the membership. Some people love it and some people hate the
idea—it’s as simple as that. [ play in the band and enjoy playing in it. Ireceive
many thumbs up for the group and some complaints about it.

How can we resolve this issue and keep everyone happy? We discussed it at the
reunion Board of Directors meeting and will further discuss it, I'm certain, at out
January meeting, The solution may be to post the rehearsals and invite members
who know they are up to the difficulty of the arrangements to participate.

I would appreciate your input, comments, and suggestions. You have my e-mail
address and telephone numbers and your thoughts are always welcome. As your
president, [ hope you know that my primary concern for the Navy Musicians Asso-
ciation is for you, the member, and for the growth of this unique and exquisite or-
ganization.

I’m sorry there are no reunion pictures from June in this issue. I had some
eye surgery and just had to put down some other things for awhile. I will
have pictures in the Winter issue. Bill Allen

an, “SESEESSC
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BAND 43 Stationed at the YMCA right off the main road in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 1944
We would play for dances, etc. but our main job was to broadeast 12 to 12:30 to all of the Fleet every Tuesday and Thursday. Nathan Flippen was our Chief,
We had to sign up for six years of service, we stayed in school a year, and the bands were put together and given a number before leaving the school.
Looking at the Saxes starting on the left side: E Sprowso (d), L Mikulay (d), G Zeitlin, W Lage (d), E Nalepa, R Lavers (d)
Trombones starting on the left side: M Frisoli (d), W Egli (d), L Edmiston
Trumpets: F Bigoski (d), H Hartshaw (d), A Hudson (d), R Gambone, B Plant (d)
Drums: W Becker (d) Bass: G Hudson (d) Piano B Jones (d) Guitar J Rood (Photo courtesy of Ralph F Gambone)
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Unit Band 182 COM FLT ACT BAND, Yokosuku Naval Base, Japan, 1959

Master Chief Herbert C Weber

(Band members listed on following page)

-

. S
et £

- =

- &smga&

- I -
E o

. -
. .

-

-

.

s

s
L

S

—

==

P e
i
e "




e

%z&:.éi@gle
-

-

=L
=

G

e

me i
.

-
. e
o

S e
o
o

- :
e

e i

e e
L

i
A2
b G B w. wﬂlox

o
E

e

i

-
i

i
-
.

L

o
-

.

o

e E
o gt
o e
N N Ca -
e s R R =
= S o L Te - wm e
o
e -

e

. e
e -
o

-
.
T

e
=

-

-
g A

i = = " - :

i s e mo . e £ EhmmlE A i - " o = 7 o
= Tl i e e e L e e e o o R : e - el y

e A i T e g e b - . o . g

T L e e o - : 2 2 i " g g . S

ik i it . e A b R R T S i e g . e e i i




Leger Lines FALL 2099 Page &

NMA ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
SATURDAY 27 JUNE 2009

Notice of this meeting was published in Leger Lines and on the website, and announced at the last general meeting.
The minutes of the last meeting and the treasuret’s report were posted ai the door of the meeting room.

President Terry Chesson opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance, and inquired of Secretary Doyle Church if there was a
quorum. Doyle reported that there was a quorum.,

Motion was made and seconded that the minutes and financial report be accepted as posted. Motion carried.
Roll call of officers indicated all were present and accounted for,
REPORT OF PRESIDENT

Terry reported that feedback on the reunion has been good. He called upon the membership to spread the word about our organiza-
tion, and to emphasize that we are not a “retired” Navy Musicians Association, but just Navy Musicians Association.

He noted that our guests at the reunion banquet tonight will be the Fleet Forces Band, along with their boss, US Fleet Forces Admiral
Jonathan W. Greenert. Admiral Greenert is headed to Washington DC to become Vice Chief of Naval Operations. We are honored
to have Admiral and Mrs. Greenert as our guests.

Terry outlined the evening’s schedule of events, to include the 6 P M performance of the concert band, followed by the 6:30 PM
performance of USFLTFORCOM Band (formerly CINCLANT Band).

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Wilbur Smith noted that instead of the full concert band, he would conduct a “pat-0” band for tonight’s performance.

Travel Assistance Fund

Wilbur announced that this year’s recipient is Gene Lane, He thanked Ben McHorney for his assistance in executing the program.
He called upon the membership to review the criteria for the program in Leger Lines and on the website, and to direct any questions

to him.

OL McMillan Scholarship Fund

Wilbur reported that there are four applications this year; two tubas, one French horn, and one alto saxophone. He and the commit-
tee will select the awardee(s) and hopefully announce it tonight at the banquet., He called for contributions to the scholarship fund.

Small Stores

Kim Holl thanked the volunteers and everyone for supporting the small stores program. He said any questions concerning this pro-
gram should be directed to him. He asked for continued support.

Equipment

Ambrose O’Donnell reported that as Equipment Manager, he was striving for autonomy with our equipment, so that we don’t have
to rely on the use of personal equipment at these reunions. Some of the equipment we need are: cordless mics, case for the string
bass, stands, music case. He called for member contacts on the acquisition of the needed equipment. He will provide an inventory
of our

equipment, something we haven’t had before.

He explained that he had been looking into NMA providing continuing education credits for educators, and that he had obtained per-
nission for the School of Music for those credits. School of Music is nationally accredited by Southern Schools and Colleges, and
will provide continuing education credit certificates for those attending the reunions. This information will be published in Leger
Lines.

Ambrose thanked all the members for their help moving equipment and setting up and tearing down of the bandstands. Also for the
use of their personal equipment. (continued next page)
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Minutes continued:
Terry explained that over the years, in order to play music the way we do, we have had to rely upon the use of personal equipment.
He thanked Bob Leketa for always having his gear available for our use.

Website

David Blakeley reported that thanks to Marshall Hawkins, Mike Beegle, Frank Mullens and others, archives are now available on
our website. He called for the membership to send in things they want to see included on the website. He noted that we still have
cookbooks for sale, and that profits from their sale go directly to the Scholarship Fund.

Terry Chesson called attention to the link on our website called Navy Lyres, run by Frank Mullens. He urged everyone to read the
blog that Frank puts out and thanked Frank for his contribution.

Legal

Bill Sterck is looking into event insurance, personal and instrument insurance over the next year and will report his findings when he
has some definitive answers as to cost, requirements, etc. He will report via Leger Lines when done.

Leger Lines

Bill Allen expressed his thanks for all those who sent information for Leger Lines. He noted that copies of LL are available and that
it is now available on the website.

Archives

Marshall Hawkins thanked Mike Beegle for helping with the technical aspects of recording interviews, etc. He called for informa-
tion of a historical-nature and gave his e-mail address as a contact: HAWKNZ@comcast.net. Marshall elaborated on the process of
information gathering he employs as well as many of the people who he has contacted and is working to try to get interviewed and
recorded. He announced he was working on a women’s section. He will be submitting articles in Leger Lines on archives. He listed
several people he has been in touch with who were helping him gather information. He called for information and pictures from the
membership to be included in archives. He did not transport all the archives equipment with him to the reunion. He said it was too
much to carry around, and there was little participation by the membership. He called for ideas on a museum.

Move to accept reports as given. Ayes haveit. Accepted

Reunion Coodinator

Bob Leketa reported the hotel this year had exceeded expectations.

Next year (2010) the hotel will be the Doubletree Hotel at the airport, San Antonio, Texas. Rooms will be $95,00 per night. Rates
are good for three days prior until three days after the reunion. They will provide a one time shuttle on a day of our choosing to the
Riverwalk. The dates for the 2010 reunion will be 23 - 27 June. He urged everyone to reserve rooms early. For reservations infor-
mation, call 1-800-535-1980 for Yolanda Wakeland. Call after July 9, 2009. The website will carry all the information for contact-
ing the hotel by next week.

Elections

Terry named the nominating committee: Bill Allen, Wilbur Smith, Melanie Leketa, Bill Sterck, and chairman Kim Holl. Kim
named the slate of officers up for election: President, Terry Chesson; Vice President, Kim Holl; Executive Vice President, Bob
Leketa, Secretary, Doyle Church; Treasurer, Cecil Strange.

The motion was made and seconded that the slate of officers presented by the nominating committee be elected by acclamation.
There being no “nays” the motion was carried.
Terry announced “for the record” that the motion was unanimously adopted.

OLD BUSINESS

None.

NEW BUSINESS

Bob Leketa donated his SP5 speakers, 1200 mixer, and his piano to NMA.

Ambrose O'Donnell donated his electric bass to NMA. (continued next page)






