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ﬂ President’s Message

dd Hopefully, everyone has gotten through the holiday season unscathed.

4J With Christmas parties, fine food and beverage, and mounting credit card

% bills, I hope you all left enough in the piggy bank to join us in Louisville on

42 21-25 June 2006. There will be a special separate mailing in the February
timeframe with the reunion package, spouses’ activities and all pertinent

a information you will need to know te plan your stay with us in Kentucky.

43 To check out the area of Louisville, just log on to www.louisville.com

g The Board of Directors meeting is fast approaching. The dates are
9d 9-11 February and will be held in Plant City, Florida. If you have any
items of concern or suggestions for a better reunion, please send them to me
J3 via e-mail before 1 February. We will have a lot to discuss including the

43 restructuring of the Association, music purchases, rehearsal scheduling etc.
ete.
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We have received quite a few new member applications in the past
43 months. Obviously, the word is getting out and we continue to grow. This
42 growth can be greatly attributed to the hard work of our webmaster, Dave
Blakeley. Please take a look at the website if you haven’t already done so.
I’'m sure you will be pleasantly surprised. He has put a lot of hard work into
4J this venture and it’s really paying off.
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I’'m sure you all will be pleased with the package we are putting to-
gether for the reunion. Make your reservations early. I can get more rooms
if our 75 room quota fills up.

Have a safe and a profitable New Year,

Bob Leketa, President/CEQ
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Current official information concerning the Navy Music Program is available in

Program Notes, a quarterly publication by the U S Navy Music Program of the
U S Navy Personnel Command in Millington, TN 38055-6400. Information is

available online at http://www.bupers.navy.mil/navymusic.
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All of you should have received your 2006 dues invoice and your new membership card by
now. Isent out 587 invoices, so we are doing well in the membership department. I have
received about 250 dues checks to date, but that means there are over 300 who haven’t
paid. T urge you to sit down and write a check right now, if you haven’t already done so.
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T Notes from the Treasurer
|

The full financial report for 2005 will be published in the spring edition of Leger Lines.
. Listed below are the various ways you can contact the NMA office. If your message or
| request requires the attention of some other officer, I will see that it gets forwarded.
Please send photographs to the Leger Lines office listed on the front of this newsletter.

' Treasurer’s Office Telephone: 813-601-3868 Fax: 813-707-9207

‘ I wish you a very successful New Year.
i Cecil Strange (
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NMA APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Navy Musicians Association
Cecil Strange, Treasurer

P. O. Box 2294

Plant City, FL 33564-2294

Dues are for 1 January—31 December 2006 and are $25.00.
Make checks payable to NMA . (No cash, please) Fill out the entire form (or copy the information on
paper) and mail to the address above.

Name Spouse

Mailing Address

City State ZIP

Telephone ( ) E-mail

Dates served as MU to Instruments

Comments:

Thanks!
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Where Were You December 6, 19412

(In the December 2003 Leger Lines, Gene Huddleston wrote a piece entitled Where Were You on 6 December
19417 )

In response to the question “where were you on 6 December 19417 1 was a first class musician on the Battleship USS
Nevada, We operated with the USS Arizona Mondays through Fridays and then back to Pearl Harbor. The Nevada's
band was eliminated very quickly from the Battle of the Bands. We were what they called a Fleet Band with wire music
racks, etc. We were not the best, but we were very loud.

O L McMillan was our vocalist. Mack and I were the best of friends. Ido not understand the remark by Huddleston
that his band was to make colors for the whole harbor. The battleships would go to sea on Mondays and come back into
Pearl on Fridays. The Arizona Band and our Band alternated Sunday colors. It was our turn to play colors on the mom-
ing of 7 December 1941. We played the National Anthem in its entirety while being strafed by machine guns and
bombs dropping on us. The deck was strafed at our feet. The flag was riddled full of holes. We had a lot of stop and
g0, but we made it to the end. | might add that the final note of colors was the shortest note in music history. Then we
manned our battle stations,

My enlistment was up in July 1941, but I made First Class in April and extended two years so [ could benefit from my
new rate. I made Bandmaster in 1944 and think I was the youngest Bandmaster in the Navy.

I am very proud to be a member of the Navy Musicians Association,

Clyde S “Griff” Griffin

“Long Island Sound” 1974-75
Left to Right: R James, R Mather, J Carelson, B Rosina, D Frymayers, T Lawter, R Cockrey, P Denewitz, J Ambau
(Picture courtesy of Bill Sterck)
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REUNION SPOUSE ACTIVITY
Due to the overwhelming response about having an activity during the reunion, Carol Niehoff and I are working to geta
bus trip to Churchill Downs on Friday, 23 June 2006. This seems to be the best date for Churchill Downs since it’s a
work day and the crowd at the track will be smaller than the weekend. We are looking to get “Club House Boxes”
which are under cover so the weather won't be a concern. The horses run rain or shine. The food court and betting win-
dows are in the same area. There are usually 10 races a day beginning about noon and finishing at about 5:30pm.

We are working on a combined price for everyone that will include the bus but we will need to know how many people
will be going before we can publish it. If all goes right with the numbers, we may be able to get the price to be about
$20.00. Please email me at mleketa@aol.com or call 757-961-9729 to get a head count for the bus and the reservation.
Then we will include the cost in the separate flyer with the reunion reservation to include your trip reservation, We will
not be able to refund your money if you change your mind when you pay in advance with your reunion reservation due
to the bus numbers.

Your reservation will include:
Bus to and from Churchill Downs (times to be determined)
Club House Box Seats

Those who choose to visit the museum can do so on their own for extra charge of $9.00 (Senior
$8.00/ children $4.00),
You will be on your own for food. There is a food court and a restaurant near the museum, I'm sure
we will have a great time.

Melanie Leketa
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Unit Band 106 COMCRUDESPAC near Saigon, 1970
Left to Right: MU3 Wayne Goellner, MU2 Glen Bixler, MU3 Bob Marquart, MU3 Dave Schecher, MUC Jim Thumpston







