From The President

It looks like Louisville was a pretty good selection for the reunion.

Upon contacting the hotel for a.rpo -M bot,we have exceeded the total

number of rooms. This hofé staif i ! ‘ have increased our
room quota. So pleas he glstere do. ow. | have been

told that we can : f need be. But this i :

expire on May 20;2¢ attime, i en't registe 6y will proba-
bly be left out, Sqlif Ve : | QRSTIOWE It's looking

like the blggest AL T\ 7 | g "/

lna \ 1ok inthe 2 [&is a good
possibility thafioufa0 i land m‘f ave many
retired and *" avy m ians in a, and gnl?ur oe) m ~ effort to
bring the ré '75 lfferent localities 5 was a logjcal choleesiam cur-
rently in confaghwith ant'c Blgholit the'noftheast,
and whoevef g he BESt in our busifiess. | will tell
you this, weﬁ : ing intolBos THe hote $ therte are astronomi-
cal. So lfyou'ha ' SUgy son acl adé=mailithern to me at
NMAmail @ aol.c vill 3 0'accoL andduscuss them

with the Board of B OIS é’ T OQ

It looks like we wnﬂ‘ﬁ N BXeess of 200. ﬁBOple at this reunion, so
come on by and meet up with old friénds. We're going to have a ball. | look
forward to seeing everyone in Louisville, and to having a great time.

Bob Leketa, President/CEQ

Bud Bentley at 2005 Reunion (Photo submitied by C Niehoff)
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SHIPMATE VARIETIES TOUR, 1957
By: Don Stratton

The “Shipmate Varieties” Band was made up of students and staff members from the School of Music
augmented with some members of the US Navy Band: WO John Norris who was Officer-in -Charge, Rick
Larsen on piano and Reyes Gaglio on bass. All the other band members were from the School of Music..

The tour, which lasted about 11 weeks played 16 state capitals, 45 cities, and 37 states in 51 days.
We spent two weeks in a New York city armory where the winners of a Navy- wide talent show from all over
the world had gathered to put the show together. One mistake made was to give everyone per-diem for the
entire tour up front. By the time we left New York City, there were a few who had spent almost the entire
amount. One member (who shall remain nameless) squandered nearly all his money on bolo shirts which
were then in vogue and spent the rest of the tour sleeping on hotel room floors and eating very lightly.

We traveled from city to city on whatever Navy Air transportation could be arranged, consisting
mostly of reservists who used us to get their air time and were, most often, totally unfamiliar with the regions
into which we flew. We did go off a too short runway somewhere in Maine and barely got in and out of an
airport on top of a mountain in West Virginia into which very few planes the size of ours ever came. Remem-
ber, this was in 1957, There were times when we literally didn’t know who was going to come and fly us to
the next gig. Some of our pilots were of the enlisted variety. . . something not seen anymore. Since service
bands at that time usually did not travel about, we really were a rare group.

The show consisted of all kinds of acts. There were dancers, singers, instrumentalists, comedians, and
to open the show, a unicyclist who came riding down the aisle to musical accompaniment. Most of the venues
we played were well off the beaten service path. We really were a rarity in most of the cities and towns we
played and, everywhere, were greeted and treated reall y well. We stayed in downtown hotels and were even
given rental vehicles to use in several places. Unfortunately, I don’t have a roster of band members on that
trip. Perhaps someone reading this may be able to provide one.

On a personal note, I have always been indebted to John Norris, Rick Larsen, and Ray Gaglio (who
was lost in a South American plane crash in February 1960) because when they returned to Washington, the
Navy Band was looking (somewhat desperately) for a trombone player to replace a retiring member and they
put in a word for me. It was a case of really being in the right place at the right time with the right friends!!
Shortly after returning to Washington, I traded my gig as trombone instructor at the School of Music for a spot
in the Navy Band and the rest, as they say, is history,

It would be great to hear from anyone else who was on that tour. It was one of the best times of my
Navy life and it would take a book to tell even some of the stories that came out of the trip.
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A Message from the Treasurer

Dues of $25 are due and payable for 2006 now. We have several members who have not
sent in this year’s amount yet. Please write that check today.

Cecil Stmnge
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