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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

| Greetings to all members,

Our reunion is fast approaching, but sadly, we will be without a long time friend
and shipmate, MUCS (ret.) Earl Benge. On February 27, 2005, we lost a great patriot, fan-
tastic musician and & very, very dear friend. My association with Earl goes back to 1975.
I first met him in Orlando and immediately knew he would be a long time friend. It's hard
for me to express my grief in writing, but I will say this; a finer sailor, husband, musician,
family man and NMA officer will NEVER be found, His guidance through the growth and
changes of the NMA were, and always will be, invaluable to me. Whenever a task needed
1o he undertaken, Earl was there, - Whenever changes were being discussed for the NMA,
Earl ALWAYS made these changes for the betterment of the association. I know that I,
along with all of Earl's shipmates, will miss him tremendously. We have lost a true patriot
and pioneer of Navy music and the NMA, Our thoughts and prayers go out to Jan and the
rest of the Benge family. Jan has requested that donations be sent to McMiltan Scholarship
Fund of the NMA or o the Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation,

I regret to say that there was a glitch in the dates of the reunion this year. The
reunion 15 still Wednesday through Saturday, 20-24 April 2005. We inadvertently put 19 to
23 April in the fast Leger Lines. So, please make your changes accordingly.

The NMA band will be performing on board the USS Wisconsin, pierside, in
downtown Norfolk, on Friday, April 22, at 1100. Bring your ball caps and blue NMA
shirts 1t you have them or you can purchase new ones from the ship’s store at the conven-
tion.

I have received confirmations from four of the past commanding officers of the
chord factory stating they will be attending. | have not heard back from the others, but will
be contacting them by land line in the next week. [ also had L.Cdr. R Van Hoose's invita-
tion sent back marked undeliverable. If anyone knows where he is, please call or email me
so I can give him a personal invitation. A total of nine past skippers and the incoming CO
have been invited. Many of our members went through the chord factory under the leader-
ship of these gentlemen, Don't miss an opportunity to attend and share some of your sca
stories with them.

All of the pieces are in place for the 2006 reunion in Louisville Kentucky, Please
attend the association meeting on Saturday, April 23, where more details will be given.

This year's pre-registration form is in this LL issue. If you know you're coming,
please fill 1t out and send it to Cecil. All members are responsible for their own hotel reser-

vations. That information is also provided on the form.

Bob Leketa
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