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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

| Greetings to all members,

Our reunion is fast approaching, but sadly, we will be without a long time friend
and shipmate, MUCS (ret.) Earl Benge. On February 27, 2005, we lost a great patriot, fan-
tastic musician and & very, very dear friend. My association with Earl goes back to 1975.
I first met him in Orlando and immediately knew he would be a long time friend. It's hard
for me to express my grief in writing, but I will say this; a finer sailor, husband, musician,
family man and NMA officer will NEVER be found, His guidance through the growth and
changes of the NMA were, and always will be, invaluable to me. Whenever a task needed
1o he undertaken, Earl was there, - Whenever changes were being discussed for the NMA,
Earl ALWAYS made these changes for the betterment of the association. I know that I,
along with all of Earl's shipmates, will miss him tremendously. We have lost a true patriot
and pioneer of Navy music and the NMA, Our thoughts and prayers go out to Jan and the
rest of the Benge family. Jan has requested that donations be sent to McMiltan Scholarship
Fund of the NMA or o the Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation,

I regret to say that there was a glitch in the dates of the reunion this year. The
reunion 15 still Wednesday through Saturday, 20-24 April 2005. We inadvertently put 19 to
23 April in the fast Leger Lines. So, please make your changes accordingly.

The NMA band will be performing on board the USS Wisconsin, pierside, in
downtown Norfolk, on Friday, April 22, at 1100. Bring your ball caps and blue NMA
shirts 1t you have them or you can purchase new ones from the ship’s store at the conven-
tion.

I have received confirmations from four of the past commanding officers of the
chord factory stating they will be attending. | have not heard back from the others, but will
be contacting them by land line in the next week. [ also had L.Cdr. R Van Hoose's invita-
tion sent back marked undeliverable. If anyone knows where he is, please call or email me
so I can give him a personal invitation. A total of nine past skippers and the incoming CO
have been invited. Many of our members went through the chord factory under the leader-
ship of these gentlemen, Don't miss an opportunity to attend and share some of your sca
stories with them.

All of the pieces are in place for the 2006 reunion in Louisville Kentucky, Please
attend the association meeting on Saturday, April 23, where more details will be given.

This year's pre-registration form is in this LL issue. If you know you're coming,
please fill 1t out and send it to Cecil. All members are responsible for their own hotel reser-

vations. That information is also provided on the form.

Bob Leketa
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NMA REUNION SCHEDULE FOR 2005

Tuesday, April 19, 2005

1300—1600 Early arrival personnel check in at registration desk

1300 - Combo in lounge (numbers permitting)

1900 - Early Arrivals band (numbers permitting)

Wednesday, April 20, 2005

0900—1630 Registration desk open

0900—1130 NMA reunion band rehearsals

1300—1630 NMA reunion band rehearsals

1800 - 27?7 NMA reunion band rehearsals

0900—1630
0900—1130
1130

1300—1600
1800- 777

Friday,
0900—1630
0900—1300
1000—
1400 -

1830 -

0830—1000
1000—1200
1200 -
1800 -
1930—2300

(Note: Combo will be performing after 1300 in the lounge)

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Registration desk open

NMA reunion band rehearsals

Spouses Luncheon

Concert Band rehearsal

Combo performs in lounge and Dance Band rehearsal

(Note: Combo will be performing after 1300 in the lounge)

April 22, 2005

Registration desk open

Concert Band rehearsal

Band Gig on board the USS Wisconsin

Set up ballroom for Friday night’s bash

Friday night, NMA Reunion Bands perform in ballroom

(Note: Combo will be performing after 1300 in the lounge)

Saturday, April 23, 2005

Breakfast breakout in the ballroom
NMA General Membership Meeting
Set up Bands for banquet

Cocktails

NMA Banquet

(Note: Combo will be performing after 2200 in the lounge)
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NMA REUNION RESERVATION FORM

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA (APRIL 20—24, 2005)

COMMENTS:

*Note: There will be a surcharge for at-the-door registration.

| MAIL THIS FORM TO: CECIL STRANGE, NMA; P O BOX 2294; PLANT CITY,
FLORIDA 33564-2294 (Checks or Money Orders ONLY. NO CASH!)

i
| |
i I
, I
| I
' i
I
: NAME: :
1 1
| ADDRESS: :
1 |
| CITY: STATE: ZIP: :
| |
| TELEPHONE: ( ) E-MAIL ADDRESS i
I

I
: DATES SERVED AS NAVY MUSICIAN __ RATE AT END OF SERVICE __ :
I
| I
: ANNUAL DUES (if not paid earlier) $25.00 X 1 = :
I I
: REGISTRATION (regular member)* 25.00 X 1 = :
| |
| REGISTRATION (spouse)* 15.00 X 1 = :
| I
| SPOUSE LUNCHEON 32.50 X 1 = 1
I i
: BANQUET (each attendee) 45.00 X — = E
I
| I
: INSTRUMENT(S) YOU WILL BRING TO PLAY :
| I
: DANCE BAND? CONCERT BAND? TUB BAND? COMBO? :
[ I
I |
I I
| I
I I
| I
I I
| I

I
l I
| I
'. |

() PLEASE NOTE: THE ABOVE FORM IS FOR RESERVING A PLACE AT THE NMA CON-
v) VENTION. YOU MUST MAKE YOUR OWN RESERVATIONS AT THE HOTEL BY CALL-
0 ING THE HOLIDAY INN EXECUTIVE CENTER; 5655 GREENWICH ROAD; VIRGINIA

Q
&
BEACH. VIRGINIA. TELEPHONE: 757-499-4400. There are plenty of rooms available; talk ,

& with Shirley Thornton or her assistant at the hotel. (You can also reserve rooms by calling the 0
O

5

(V) toll-free number 866-655-4669.) Rooms are $84 per night. ,
OO
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%,/ My apologies to the entire membership of Leger Lines for the goof-up on the reunion dates in last 4
<7 quarter’s LL. I now have a calendar and will refer to it before blithely typing up dates again. The it
.+ NMA convention will be held at the Holiday Inn Executive Center at 5655 Greenwich Road in Vir- &
-, ginia Beach, Virginia. Telephone number: 757-499-4400. You can call the toll-free number to 55
 reserve rooms: 866-655-4669. Rooms are $84 per night. w
) ]

%/ The reunion runs from Wednesday, April 20 through Saturday night, April 23, 2005. Page two of .

</ this Leger Lines has a schedule for Tuesday, April 19, for early arrivals, also. N
Bill Allen ot
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MESSAGE FROM REUNION TRAVEL WEBSITE }

ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE [
Members are encouraged to check out the new

Travel funds are available to enable needy NMA website at http://www.navymusicians.org.
NMA members to attend annual reunions. ' Many of the popular features from the original
Let’s reach out to our shipmates and make site have been incorporated into the new one.
them aware of this rare and worthwhile

benefit. Webmaster David Blakely will be at the reunion

- in April hoping to get feedback and suggestions
- on how the website can be improved. In the
meantime, feel free to e-mail David at ,

If you know of someone who wants to join
us but cannot afford transportation and

lodging costs, you are strongly encouraged admin @navymusicians.org with your comments
to contact me at: and suggestions,
Wilbur C. Smith |
130 Moyses Road
Winter Park, FL 32792 TAPS
Tele: 407-617-7447
MUCS (Ret) Earl L. Benge

—

[ think you will appreciate Phil Field’s story. He says that at least 11 members of Unit Band #187 who graduated from the
old Navy School of Music in Anacostia in 1957 will be having a reunion of sorts at the NMA reunion in Virginia Beach in
April! This band went to boot camp together in Bainbridge, Maryland, and were part of the boot camp band who played for
graduations each week. After they graduated boot camp, they reported to the Navy School of Music and were assigned “X"
Division while waiting to be enrolled. They decided to get together at night to practice while waiting to be assigned and Chiefl
Warrant Officer Eugene Huddleston heard them practicing and asked who they were and where had they come from. Chief
Huddleston wanted to enroll them right away but they requested that he wait for their lead trumpet player, Charley Miller,
who was still completing book camp. He waited and the entire band was enrolled as a unit band in class #857A. Phil thinks
this might be a first!,

The band was assigned to play for three months at the 350th Anniversary of Jamestown Virginia in 1957. They were sent as
a unit to Yokosuka, Japan , and became the COMFLTACTS Yokosuka Band under the direction of Chief Musician Tony
Arnold. After two years in Yokosuka, they were all sent to different bands to complete four-year commitments and few of
them saw each other again.

The picture on the next page shows the band in Yokosuka.
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