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NMA BOARD OF DIRECTORS President’s Message
':"z‘:“" "'.'r"‘:“r' Greetings to all of you. We had a simply marvelous time in Louis-
Virginis &m 234568224 ville!. This was, by far, the largest and most successful reunion yet. As
E-mail: ble each reunion goes by, we are able to streamline the schedule for an efficient,
Tele: 7579619729 rewarding, and fun-filled event that everyone enjoys.
Kim Holl, Vice-President I'd like to thank Kim Holl for driving all the way to and from Louis-
2409 Decpwater Way ville with me (while our wives flew). His keen eye is so important in seeing
!V"'"'“i_ Beach, VA 7"“:: that all problems are taken care of before they happen. His assistance is in-
Tele: ,5743,,.,,-‘ valuable to me. Also, his wife Debby Holl receives kudos for her hard work
in the registration room. This is probably the most arduous job at these re-
m{:‘“""‘-w unions, and Deb and Cecil perform these monumental tasks with zero dis-
Sussmervilin SC 29488 crepancies. As I go down the list of workers, [ can’t help but think what a
E-mail: dchure great group of people has assembled to make this event so successful:
Tele: 843-875-2121 Wayne and Karen Smith in the small stores, Ambrose O'Donnell as the
Cecil Strange, Treasurer equipment manager, Wilbur Smith and Terry Chesson with rehearsal coordi-
P O Box 2294 nation, Melanie Leketa and Carol NiehofT for the spouses” trip, Sherry
me"' 33564-2294 Church for the great pictures, Marshall Hawkins for his archives work, the

various rehearsal conductors, David Blakely with the NMA web site, Bill
Sterck for assisting with legal issues, Bill Allen editing and publishing
“Leger Lines", and, last but certainly not least, Merv Allen for running the
50-50 raffle for us. My heartfelt thanks to all of you and to everyone who
just pitches in to grab a piece of gear and help move it or put it away.

There is some great news. We have received a request from a mem-
ber to run for president. This is very important to the association in the fact
we can split the two most difficult jobs between two people versus one. If
any member desires to run for office, please notify Kim Holl, who is head of
the nomination committee, and the committee will put the slate together for
the next reunion’s elections.

Speaking of which, the NMA's 2007 reunion will be back in Norfolk
VA, from 25 to 28 April 2007 at the Holiday Inn Executive Center on
Greenwich Road in Virginia Beach, Virginia. This will be the last April re-
union. In the future, all reunions will be held in late June or early July.

Be on the lookout for reunion information in the Winter Leger Lines.
Early registration makes the work much easier.

See you all in Virginia Beach!

Bod Lebheta

TAPS

MUC Jimmie Howard, Ret MUCS Charles D Chase, Ret

MUC Joseph P Mokry, Ret
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From David Blakelcy, Webmaster

Be sure to check out the Photo of the Month on the NMA Website! Members are invited to submit their own suggestions for
Photo of the Month. Just keep it legal, please.

Members who are new to web browsing may not be aware of a basic feature of the site. It a member’s name is in gold text in
the roster, that member's e-mail address has been encoded as a hyperfini. The address should be visible in the status bar at
the bottom of your browser (for most members, Internet Explorer) window. If you click on one of those names, your e-mail
program should start up n new message form with the member's e-mail address filled in.

Speaking of e-mail addresses, please don’t forget to keep yours up-to-date by sending an email to the Webmaster at
admin@oavymusicians.org,

And, finally, please feel free at any time to send in questions or suggestions to the Webmaster,

Attention, Members
Check out NMA member Frank Mullea's blog: http://navylyreeblogspot.com/  Frank is the unofficial, unauthorized, unusual, unspeci-
fied, untied, undistinguished, yet not undone NMA recruiter and | am certsin you will all enjoy what he has to say.
Terry Chesson

Editor's Note
Please keep in mind the O L MeMillan Scholarship Fund as we approach the year's end. The NMA belps deserving students gsin an edu-
cation.
Also, keep in mind the Travel Fund which helps NMA members who would not be able to attend & reunion,

| need pictures, stories, something for next issoe since | um running low, Thanks to all of you
Bill Allen

rmh
N
1} |
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Elise Wood, Karen Smith, and Debby Holl at the reunion in Louisville.
Their message is “WE MISSED YOU"
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Navy Unit Band Trinidad, British West Indies
By: Terry Chesson

Clarence Ogilvie was 17 years old when he joined the U S Navy as # musician in 1944, He speat four weeks at the
Navy School of Musie, Anacestia, in Washington, DC, and shipped out with his unit band for duty in Trinidad in early 1945
where he served until he mustered out in July 1946,

The band played as a ceremonial band performing morning colors daily, as a concert band, and less often as a dance
band. Clarence, as & French horn musician played third trombone parts in the dance band for occasional dances at the Offi-
cers’ Club. There wasn't a heck of a lot of work for the band and plenty of time to leave the Naval Operations Base and visit
the locals. There were also many activities for the sailors including softball, volleyball, swimming, boating, and a z00 on the
base. Yes! A zoo! In fact, the band had a mascot inherited from the previous band: s monkey named Skippy.

While stationed in Trinidad, the band performed on the occasion of Trinidad’s Carnival, a pre-Lenten celebration.
According to the base newsletter HI SAILOR, dated 8 March 1946, the flont on which they played for the parade won first
prize. To quote the article: “our own Navy Band, on a unique float glistening with paint whitened palms played lustily and in
their usual classy style as they led the parade from the Savanaah”, Clarence remembers the infancy of the steel drum bands as
rhythmic in nature playing no particular melodies yet having a hypaotic effect on the occasion. Further quating the
HISAILOR article: * . .. from the most varied assortment of discarded junk-oil drums, wash tubs, brake bands, came the
magic of the Carnival™.

Clarence Ogilvie was brought into the NMA by his davghter Diana Ogilvie who Googled our organization and pur-
chased a membership for her dad as a gift. Diana is on active duty with the U S Navy Band in Washington, DC, where she has
served as a French born instrumentalist and is currently the Master Chicef of the Command, They both attended our reunion
in June and were » most welcome addition to the NMA concert band. Clarence and Diana are the French born players in the
picture below,
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By: Deanis M. Jansson

Steel Bands came into being during World War Il when the United States Military moved into the West Indies, particularly
Trinidad. The people soon began forming discarded gasoline barrels into crude steel drums. The Navy Steel Band began in
1957-58 when Rear Admiral Dan Gallery formed it while Commandant of the 10th Naval District in Puerto Rico. Tt was
affectionately called “Admiral Dan's Pandemonincs™. (OfF the subject, but of interest, Admiral Gallery was the enly person
to capture 3 Japanese submarine without firing a singie shot.) The band traveled extensively through the Caribbean, the
United States, and also performed at the World's Fxir in Brussels during the early 1960s. The first leader was MUC Charles
Roeper, followed by MUC Franz Grissom.

<NAVY STEEL BAND
New Orleans, LA (1978)

Personnel:

L to R: Bherman “Buddah™ Baker
Glen “Bugsy™ Edwards
Harvey Lioyd

Craig Decker

Lou Brown

Denny Junsson

Doug Davis

John Hester (behind D Davis)
Greg Nevil, Leader

Ed Helm

Lyle “Zoot" Sacry

NAVY STEEL BAND>
New Orleans, LA (1981)

Personnel:

Kneeling:

J D Hyatt

Ted Beverage

Ed Helm, Leader

Standing:

Dana Silver

Wayne Lumpkin
Dennis Jansson

Harvey Lloyd

B Buddah Baker

Anita Dalpe Hammonds
Tom Wholley

Stan Berry

The steel band moved to the Sth Naval District in New Orleans in or around 1974. 1 became & member of this fine band after
“A™ School in 1978 and stayed in the band until 1982, There were two leaders of the Navy Band New Orieans during that
time: CWO Jerry Clements and CWO Gary Blalock. We traveled a lot during those days, usually with Navy recruiting or
with the Blue Angels, The“mnkgodofptrdkn'hddeqpotluﬂlbultbu.
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NAVY STEEL BAND continued

<Captain Noah TV Show
Philadelphis, PA (ca 1980)

Personnel:

Bottom

J D Hyan

Ed Helm, Leader

B Buddah Baker

Bob Angotti (kneeling)

Tom Wholley, standing behind
Dennis Jansson

Wayne “Lumpy™ Lumpkin

Top

Stan Barry
Ted Beverage
Anita Dalpe
Eric Shanks

I returned to the Steel Band for 2 second tour in 1988 and remained with them for about another four years, The
teadership of the Navy Band, New Orleans, at that time was CWO Wilbur “Smitty™ Smith and T believe that Bill “Uncle
Bill” Hocke was the assistant director, CWO Smith retired and Ens Rick Osial became the next leader along with Bill
Hocke for awhile and then MUCM J J Crabtree became the A D. We still traveled a lot, but not nearly as much as before
due to budget cuts nnd restraints.

Finally in the summer of 1999, the Steel Band closed up shop for good due to budget problems. The old band room
has been torn down.

‘The duty rumor now is that the Steel Band may again be reborn either with the Navy or with another branch of the
urmed forces. Let's hope so! This was a wonderful band and I as well as many past members of the Steel Band have great
memories of it.

<New Orleans, LA (1988)
Personnel:
Center: Greg Nevil, Leader

Left to Right: George Barcus
Roland Lawes

Chip Armstrong

Wilbert Vincent (behind Chip)
John Reynolds

Greg Boyd (behind J Reynolds)
Scott Gloede

Bruce Smith

Art Brockmeyer







