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Greetings,
Addresses Let me begin by thanking EVERYONE who made this past reunion 1n Flonda, the
or smashing success it was, ALL of the Emails I've recetved have been laudatory. The new rehearsal

NMA Officers
formars worked flawlessly, the spouses’ luncheon was a tremendous success and, needless to say,
Bob Leketa, President
2432 Treyson Trail
Virgimia Beach, VA 23456-8224
E-mail: bleketai@aol.com
Tele: 757-961-9729

the music was tremendous. I'm sure you all will agree, that the changes we make a1 these reunions
enhance the camaraderie and smooth running of the reunion. Thanks again 10 all,

The next TWO reunions are set. We will meer in Norfolk tn 2003 and then on to Lous-
ville in 2006, All perunent information for the Norfolk reunson will be 1n the Winter LI, 1 can tell
you thar the dates will be from 20-24 April, 2005 at the Holiday Inn Executive Center on Green-
wich road in Norfolk. The cost will be 79.00) a night (fax not included) and I have created a theme

Kim Holl, Vice-President
2409 Deepwater Way
Virginia Beach, VA 23456
E-mail: krholl@direcway.com

Tele: 757-416-9508 for this reunion, At our banquet, I will be personally inviting all past Commanding Officers of the

SO 5 .l U s ’ n ™ * Crs ' i o I & wha o C
Doyle Church, Secretary School of Music to attend. We wall pay tnbute to these fine officers and give them a chance to
134 Delaney Circle
Summerville, SC 29485
| E-mail: dchurch688(@aol.com

renew old acquaintances. I'm sure there are many of vou who would love 1o see vour old skippers,

and this will give you a great opportunity to do so. Pre-registration forms will be available i the
Tele: 843-875-T121 winter issue of L. T hope to see you all there:

1 would be remiss if I didn’t thank Terry Chesson for taking over the rehearsal conductor
section of the officer corps. He started the job in Flornida and did a wonderful job. Earl Benge has
performed ths duty for years and has agreed to stay on as a member of the Board of Directors.
His hard work and dedication to this Association has been instrumental 1n elevating the success of
our reunions to what it is today. I will continue to search out his wisdom and guidance and cannot
thank him enough for all his hard work. Den't go too far, Earl, we stll need you on the Board

We still need rhythm section people to join our organization and come to the reunions

l Cecil Strange, Treasurer
. 0. Box 2294
Plant City, FL 33564-2204
E-mail: bandy@rapidsys.com
Tele: 813-717-9492

W. K. Allen, Editor of LL,
15 Duck Hook Circle
Lake Wylie, SC 29710-9214
E-mail: tiggerwka@aol.com
Tele: ¥03-831-8594

Chord players are at a premium, so if you know any past members of the USN music family, en-
courage them to join and attend this preat gathering.

Enjoy your fall season, and I look forward 1o another great reunton in Norfolk.

Bob Leketa

TAPS
Lynn A “Durtch” Steigerwalt
Dent Donahue

D Holl, B Leketa, S Church at the Registration Desk
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NA\;QMUSICIANS ASSOCIATION ARCHIVE PROGRAM
By: Marshall B. Hawkins

The Navy Musicians Association Archive Program is not something many of us Know very much about although we all know that
 history of Navy music does exist. As an individual | have always had an avid interest in what went before. We all know that at the old
school located in the Anacostia section of Southeast Washington, DC, one could view pictures of bands numbering back to Band # I, As

|you walked through the passageway from the Band Training Office around to the MAA Office and beyond, pictures of bands greeted you
(every step of the way. As the years passed and the school was refocated to Little Creek, VA, much of that visual history disappeared from
‘ plain view, New images and pictures appeared and, indeed, it was like 4 new history was being developed.

‘ I'would imagine that just about everyone reading this piece has a shared part in the development of that history but it has

never been an item. Not much has ever been done to really document in any concrete way the history of music in the Navy, Over the years |
there have been many articles, recordings and pictures of bands involved in various functions. Pictures have appeared in newspapers all
over the nation. Most of us have a collection of cruise books and personal pictures we have taken here and there from time to time but ‘
where can one go to view and or study the ongoing history of Navy Music? Dr. Patrick Jones of the University of Performing Arts in Phila- |
delphia, PA researched and wrote what I believe to be a rather comprehensive history of the Navy School of Music. Eurlier this year when
 the School of Music was dedicated to Capt. J.D. McDonald, Dr. Jones had available some slides from his book History of the Navy School

of Mugic, | was impressed. In my opinion everyone who was ever a part of the Navy Music Program should own a copy of that baok.

\

This particular piece, however, is about coming at the history of music in the Navy from a little different approach. From the
| time NMA began, B.A. Waltrip started collecting pictures for inclusion in our newsletter Leger Lines. Many sent pictures for that purpose
| and there Is now quite a collection of material that shows up on a table or two when we have our yearly gathering. Waltrip was indeed ‘
| beginning to develop an archive even though it had not been designated as such at that time.

Two business meetings ago, 1 made a formal motion that we develop an archive for NMA and it was accepted. People volun-

| teered to be on the committee and while the energy was high at that time not very much has been accomplished to date. The committee, ‘
however, was engaged in a rather comprehensive meeting during the Orlando reunion. 1 have reason to believe things will be looking up

| during this coming year. What I want to do here is provide a vision and a little bit of an overview of what can be accomplished along with
what has been achicved already. By the time this piece is completed all of you will be just itching to get into the act because, you see, vou |

are the act. \

From the time the Navy School of Music began in 1935 back in the Navy Yard, Washington, DC until the recent cutback of not
| too many years ago, there were literally hundreds of Bands developed and trained. These Bands were deployed for service abourd ships
jand at stations around the world. Each of you that have been in the program were all 2 part of this beautiful program and have a lot to say
i about much of what has happened over the years. Going back to prior to WWI1I when enlistments were six years in length and the school
lasted for two years before the band to which one was assigned was finally transferred to a permanent duty station, there is so much inter-
!csting information to know about. When WWII began, many bands were deployed and the Music program maved into & different period
(of development.

Numerous stories exist regarding the bands of that time and what happened during that great conflict that specifically involved
bands. This information should be out there for the public to know about because bands did play an integral role. Many of us around
now probably came along since WWII, but we have a lot of members around who were active then. We want those stories and of course
there have been a number of world situations in which we have been a part of since WWIL Al of those stories need to be told and you
folks are going to have an opportunity to do that.

' I believe all of us remember 2 lot more than we think we remember, I think all of us can remember certain players we sat next to

; in various bands who we will never forget. As a matter of fact I really believe that collectively we can come close to recreating most of the
{ bands we had in the program along with the names of the leaders, Some have already said, “Hawkins, you are crazy!™ and that is okay.
i It does not bother me one bit. Nonetheless, I do believe this can be done with your help, so start thinking,

In Norfolk in 2003, while the banquet was in progress, we had occasion to involve the first two people to be videotaped for the
jarchive. The spirit of achievement was still high from the business meeting earlier that day. Dan Clemens asked Ambrose O'Donnell, the
|equipment manager, if there was a camera available for use. Chet Zientek usually has a camera close by, and that was the situation that

evening, There were two members in attendance from Band #8 which was on board the USS Pennsylvania at Pearl Harbor on December
7, 1941, When we found an appropriate place, Ambrose O'Donnell asked questions as Chet Zientek focused the camera on Duteh Albert
and Gene Huddleston as they told the story of how they became involved in Navy music. That film has set the pace for what I have been
giving time to since that reunion. During the past year, I have been able to involve a number of people in film regarding their time in the
Navy. The pattern set by Dutch and Gene has become the style that has been used for each of the people who have been videoed thus far.

} {Continued on next page}
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(Contimied from previous pagel

I have been trying to video two people together because that affords an opportunity to play off of each other. There are
two, however, who T have been done solo, They are Lenny Jung who was principal tuba in The United States Navy Band after return-
ing from the South Pacific and Danny Richardson who had been the Leader of the 7" Fleet Band and later the 6™ Fleet Band. Their
stories were strong even though they were filmed alone. Skinny Morris and Frank Forgione were together when they told their sto-
ries. 1 was able to sit down with Dr. Jim Reeves and Emery Fears who were in Band B1. (If you do not understand the significance
of the designation of Bifor a Band, I would refer you back to the summer 1998 issue of Leger Lines [Volume 4, Issue 2] for further

Cenlightenment, ) There is an ongoing film involving Band B1 that will unfold more as time goes on. | have to wait for their yearly
| reunion in order to gather additional data,

In June while in Orlando | was able to get five people on video, These were the first of the folks who were not career Navy.
Mel Chance and Jim Tull were filmed together because they served together in the same band for most of the time they were in ser-
vice, The same situation existed with the other three people— Arnie Carruthers, Jim LaFlame, and Bob Wilson— who were to-
gether in the Boston Band for most of their time in the Navy. Dutch Albert and Anthony Mitchell , 3" Director of The United States
Navy Band, are on tap for a session very soon. This is a very important link regarding the very first Navy School of Music located in
the Navy Yard, Washington, DC. Mitchell was actually in Band #5 but ended up staying in the Navy Yard Band and eventually be-

i came the Leader of what we know as The United States Navy Band.

By the time we get to Norfolk next year there should be a few mare videos to view in addition to other materials you will find
' to be tremendously interesting. Dutch Albert has donated some tapes of old band music that contains some Herbert L. Clark re-
cordings along with others. Durmg the Ian banquet I was promnsed a room during next years gatbermg for the express purpase of
viewing some of this material. i
ctures that will also be used in the Lege) . A we hav material and return it to vou, , we will, There is 5o ver
' much to lieve me we cannot do it I'ast enou h or alone We (3 II ' | ven h rbor a lhou ht or

d
touch with individuals for video taping.  You have to know this. Jim Tull has been recording all of the music done dunng our reun-
Iums We have CDs from all but one year. Now here is a dedicated man and we are very lucky to have him so very involved with us,
| THANK YOU, JIM!

There are a great number of issues still to be decided. Where will this archive be located? The School has been offered. |
| understand that there is a substantial museum located in Norfolk that functions in conjunction with the USS Wisconsin. Let's have
! some of vour thoughts. E-mail and/or phone numbers are listed below for all committee members, |

THE NMA ARCHIVE COMMITTEE

+  Robert (Bob) Clayton 3516 Shoreline Drive, Portsmouth, VA 23703 Phone: 757-483.2211
e-mail: rwelayton@hotmail.com

+  Paul (Dan) Clemens, Chatr 1405 Greely Court, Virginia Beach, VA 23456 Phone: 757-474.2910
e-mail; danclem@exis.net

'+ Ronald (Ron) Cohen
e-mail: Kirbysmith@aol.com

*  Scott Friend 45 Elaine Drive, Southbury, CT (6488-2327 Phone: 203-264-4180
e-mail: FriendTrpt@aol.com

*  Marshall Hawkins 8810 Ft Foote Rd, Ft Washington, MD 20744 Phone: 301-567-2757 ‘
c-mail: hawknzee@comcast.net

v Jim Tull
e-mail: shirldoc2@aol.com

*  Chet Zientek
e-mail: chetperiaaol.com

*  John Vasquez 45 Guifstream Rd, Dania Beach, FL 33004 Phone: 954-483-9285
e-mail: johnnyvaz@aol.com
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UNIT BAND 186 (FAR EAST CRUISE 1957) ON BON HOMME RICHARD COMCRUDIV 7

Saxes: D Churchill, R Chambers, H Voshell, R Coltins, D Whitney  T-bones: S Aleman, L Stearns, B Chepanoske,
| D Nyquist Bass: JWilson  Accordion: G McGowan  Drums: B Steele Trumpets: D Morrow, J Kimble
J Huff, R Greenwood Leader: Ralph Aurillo (Picture courtesy of D Nvquist)
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BASIC COURSE GRADUATES (JULY 1956)
Ist Row: D Johnson, ?, Putnam, D Carter, D Nyquist, Pineau, D Silva

2nd Row: J Moore, R Chambers, 2, Hewitt, W Bowers, D Whitney, B Blizzard
Jrd Row: 72, R Collins, F Krajewski, ET hompson, C Sanford, J Miller,?  (Photo courtesy of D Nvquist)
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2004 ORLANDO REUNION

Jim Allen and Claudette Johnson

Earl Benge, Wilbur Smith, Bill Namack, Bill Allen
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